INTRODUCTION
The library websites are the primary source of information as finding information by simply searching on the internet is considered the easiest way than going to the library and finding books from the shelf. In the age of digitization, many libraries have transformed from traditional to digital libraries and started to offer a variety of wide range of resources and services for library users. Libraries are treated as the backbone of an academic institution where information and knowledge are shared to academicians for making it benefit and make the full use of it in their academic activities and library websites become the gateway of knowledge access from the library. The purpose of the present study is to examine the selected universities library websites in 2017 and rank their websites based on WIF. For many years, a webometric study was recorded to be an emerging area in the field of Library and Information Science. This paper will explore the present status of library websites of universities ranked by NIRF in 2017 that will help the users in knowing the most visited library websites and will be easy for the internet surfers to access library resources when needed.
Webometrics
In present digital era, the web has become a key source of information and plays an important role in its dissemination. Webometric is a very important segment in the field of library and information science. According to Thelwall, Webometrics is the study of web-based content with primarily quantitative methods for social science research goals using techniques that are not specific to one field of study, which emphasizes the development of applied methods for use in the wider social sciences. Webometrics covers research of all network-based communication using informetric or other quantitative measures. [1] A Web Impact Factor is a part of the methodology in webometrics studies. The Web Impact Factor (WIF) was developed by Ingwersen [2] to measure the impact of websites by the number of links it receives. It provides quantitative tools for ranking, evaluating, categorizing and comparing websites and top-level domains and sub-domains. A website with a higher impact factor may be considered to be more prestigious or of higher quality than those websites with a lower impact factor. Three types of links and Web Impact Factor (WIF) are formulated in the following way:
• The Simple WIF: The ratio of all links to the number of pages.
• The Internal WIF: The ratio of internal links within the site to a number of pages.
• The External WIF: The ratio of links made from external sites to the target site, to the number of pages at the site.
National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF)
The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) is a methodology adopted by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India, to rank all institutions of higher education in India. The Framework was approved by the MHRD and launched by Minister of Human Resource Development on 29 September 2015. [3] There are separate rankings for different types of institutions depending on their areas of operation like universities and colleges, engineering institutions, management institutions, pharmacy institutions and architecture institutions. About 3500 institutions voluntarily participated in the first round of rankings and 2017 ranked lists were released by MHRD on 3 April 2017. [4] Literature Review
Babu, Jeyshankar and Rao [5] examined 40 central universities websites in India. Investigated domain systems of the websites, analyses the number of webpages and link pages and calculated the simple web impact factor, self-link web impact factor, external link web impact factor and revised web impact factor for Central Universities in India and ranks the websites as per the WIF. Joicy and Varghese [6] evaluated the websites of Research and Development institutions in India and study revealed that majority of the R and D institutions in India provide informative links to contacts, copyright, news and events, RTI and history, only a few websites provide opportunity for user interaction in the form of feedback and majority of the R and D institutions websites are good to navigate and find information. Walia and Gupta [7] conducted a study on Web Impact Factor of Select National Libraries' Websites and their study revealed that among the selected national libraries, websites of national libraries' of America, Australia and Britain were more visible and hosted the more content compare to the websites of India, Namibia and South Africa. Shukla and Tripathi [8] investigated the backlinks of Institutes of National Importance and Premier Management Institutions Library websites. The researchers retrieved backlinks by four search engines Google, AlltheWeb, AltaVista and Yahoo Site and revealed that among four search engines, Yahoo Site Explorer is more reliable, index page/homepage of library websites attracts the highest backlinks than other web pages of library websites. Verma and Brahma [9] conducted a study on webometric analysis of 10 Central Universities in North East India. The study calculates the link pages, the number of webpages and analysis the Web Impact Factor of Central universities in North East India and found that Mizoram University (MZU) ranks at the top among the Central Universities websites in North East India. Devi and Verma [10] have evaluated and compared the web contents of the North Eastern Hill University and Mizoram University. The authors have developed 73 criteria under 14 broad headings for analyzing the contents where 69 criteria have been analyzed quantitatively. A quantitative three-point-rating scale was designed to determine a meaningful numerical rating. The study reveals that NEHU scored the highest point with 85.51 percent to that of MZU (68.11%). The authors suggest for evaluating the websites frequently so that the latest information can reach to the end users. Panda and Sahoo [11] has conducted a webometric study on 16 IITs of India. They have analysed the number of web pages and link pages, identifies the domain systems of the websites, calculates the self-link web impact factor, simple web impact factor (SWIF) and external web impact factor (EWIF) of IITs in India. The study also reflects that some of the IITs have higher number of web pages, but correspondingly with small number of link pages and the websites fall behind in their self-link, simple and external link WIF. Verma and Brahma [12] conducted a study on ranking of National Institutes of Technology (NITs) of Northeast region of India on the basis of the web impact factor and found that out of 8 NITS in NE region, NIT Silchar of Assam scores maximum number of webpages, highest Internal and External links and leads with highest WIF. . 
Objectives of the Study

Scope of the Study
Method of calculating Web Impact Factor
Distribution of Data by SWIF has been calculated by the following formula [13] 
SWIF Total No of Links
Total No of Webpages = .
. Distribution of Data by IWIF has been calculated by the following formula: only 23 Universities website because two Universities Library Website (Jadhavpur University and Homi Bhabha National Institute) was not working at time of data collection. Islamia and Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research. 
Data Analysis
CONCLUSION
The present study gives an idea about the selected websites of Indian Universities libraries ranked by National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) for the year 2017. The paper investigates the URL, webpages, domain authority, linkequity, internal and external link pages of 23 universities library websites and calculates their web impact factor and rank them orderly. NIRF is a methodology for ranking of universities and colleges in India and functions as an autonomous body under an initiative by the Department of Higher Education. A detailed study in this area is quite interesting and explorative to know about the current status of library websites and will be helpful for the readers. The paper resolved that the overall Web Impact Factor of Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Rajasthan recorded to be on top.
